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HINTS FOR HOSPITAL DISCIPLINE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;The great zeal you have shown in

reforming abuses existing in the various
departments of the medical profession, and
the interest you take in the student’s welfare,
induce me to take the liberty of suggesting
a plan, which I think will be of great use
to hospital pupils generally. When a stu-
dent walks round the wards of a hos-

pital, St. George’s, for example, the tickets
over the beds only specify the patient’s
name, the date of admittance, the medical
officer’s name, and the governor’s name (or
if an accident, the word accident is placed in-
stead). Thus the pupil is left in the dark,
with respect to the nature of the disease or
accident affecting the patient, from whom
he must either learn the case, or hunt about

among his fellow pupils, the dressers, or

house surgeons, who are not the most com-
municative ; whereas, a ticket, stating
the name of the patient’s complaint, would
save him all this trouble. I subjoin a form
for a card which may be used for that pur-
pose.
Patient’s name 

____

When admitted

Surgeon’s Name 
__

Name of Disease
Governor’s Name

I also, beg to suggest that each ward should
have a book, in which each case in that
ward shall be fairly written, and committed
to the custody of the sister of the ward, and
to be kept by her for the use of the pupils,
who shall be at liberty to peruse it, for the
space of two hours, after the surgeon or

physician shall have visited the patients
whose cases are there described, and also
that the pupils shall have full liberty of

copying any case, or cases, they may think
proper. Trusting that you will favour
me, by inserting this in your invaluable
Journal, which 1 hope will meet the eye of
those individuals for whom this letter is
intended, viz., the gover2tors, physicians, and
surgeons, of every xosrmaL, especially those
which receive pupils,

I remain, Sir,
Yours obediently,

H. W. D.
Euston-square.
P. S. I wish the surgeons and physicians

would be a little more punctual in their at-

tendance at the hospital, and not be the
cause of a great waste of time to the sedu-

lous student. Dr. Franklin used this pro-
verb, " Remember that time is of equal value
with money." Let the surgeons think of &pound;
this!

PORTRAIT OF MR. ABERNETHY

Tu the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Several years ago, I was induced
for the pleasure of having my chimney-
piece ornamented with what I understood
would be a chef d’ceuvre of engraving, and a
striking likeness of a much-admired and
respected teacher, to subscribe my guineas
for a portrait of Mr. Abernethy. The place
I had allotted for this portrait, was adjoining
to a portrait of one who is Mr. Abernethy’s
idol, and the pride and ornament of our pro-
fession, John Hunter ; and since then it has
most scrupulously been kept from the con-
tact of any meaner object. I have waited
patiently till this time, but " hope deferred
maketh the heart sick," and I am now in-
duced to inquire, through the medium of
your Journal, what are the causes of its
delay, or if the subscribers are ever, and
when, to have either substance or shadow,
like " value received?" I do not think, of
course, Mr. Editor, that the men in office
have considered their situation a sinecure; to
speak (as it is commonly expressed), in
plainer English, that the money subscribed
was to pay them for honourable idleness ;
nor, of course, have I the least doubt but

they can return satisfactory answers to any
queries, and allege good and sufficient rea-
sons for their conduct in officio, for " Brutus
is an honourable man ; yea, they are all
honourable men." If the government and
management of this business had been in-
trusted to a council of snails and asses, who
are proverbially noted for the rapidity of
their movements and the wisdom of their
actions, they would ere this time have ac-

complished and re-accomplished their object,
have done and re-done their duty. Now
since this engraving has not yet made its
appearance, and the party in officio have not
yet done their duty, I do not say, Mr. Editor,
that it follows according to the rules of
logic, because tlieir movements are less
rapid, and their wisdom shines with less
splendour than that of snails and asses, that
they are animals of a lower species, pos-
sessing a less degree of mobility and in-
tellect ; but I do say, that some explanation
of the causes of delay, or proof of the ex-
ecution of their duly, is justly required by a
subscriber.

Lrcius JUNIUS BRurus.


